GLEN ROCK ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Municipal Building, Harding Plaza, Glen Rock, NJ 07452

MINUTES - Meeting of Wednesday August 17, 2022 on Zoom
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEMBERS

Ben Meyer (P) Scott King (A)
Sylvia Rabacchi (P)  Ken Jones (P)

Lesley Elton (P)
Ann Marie Brennan (A) Amy Martin (Council Liaison) (P)

GREC Alternates: Sara Froikin-Gordon (A), Michelle Tyler (A)

Guests: Paula Gilligan, David
(P) = Present

(A) = Absent

Agenda Topic Owner
Minutes approval All
FEATURED TOPICS:

Tree Protection Meyer
Ordinance

Electric Leaf Blower Meyer, Jones

Grec membership updates Al

UPDATES
Plastic-Free Glen Rock Rabacchi, Tyler

Key Points

Minutes of June 2022 meeting approved.

Update on current status of the ordinance: Ben, Candy and Elaine met
with Tracey Jeffrey to discuss the final revisions that incorporate
comments from the Mayor and Council. The revised ordinance will be sent
to the council soon.

Discussion on making the portable battery powered electric leaf blower
available for loaning to residents. We need to advertise the loaner
program to the residents: we will add a blurb into the Friday e-blast and
also add it as new item on the borough website. We need to finalize the
terms (1 day) and prepare a sign-out form. Amy will check with Bob to see
if it can be stored at the recycling center.

Sylvia announced her plans to step down as co-chair and to remain as
Commissioner. She will assist Ben with the transition and help recruit a
replacement. By the end of the year 2-3 seats may become available on
GREC and we need to recruit new members.

Update on on-going campaign to Businesses and Residents; update on
water bottle-filling stations at Alcove, Faber Field, Memorial and/or other
parks. Amy updates the group that the water fountain at Faber Field has
been installed and is now functional. We will have a blurb on the Friday e-
blast and on the Borough website to let residents know and promote its
use to help reduce the use of plastic bottles. For the Alcove, we may
contact Shubert co again to inquire about feasibility. Town can purchase
and install.



Styrofoam recycling

Styrofoam densifier

R-GEA

EV and EV chargers

NEW BUSINESS

Welcome to guests

PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURNMENT

Jones

Meyer

Jones

Meyer, Jones

All

Green Business Recognition awards: after we visited ~20 businesses, we
have not received applications. To help further promote business to apply
we will select a few well known businesses to visit again and encourage
them to apply (short list includes Kilroys, Francesca and John’s Boy pizza,
Mark Cheesecake, Stone &Rail)

Lesley will contact Candace and help coordinate the collection of bottle
caps using the TerraCycle bins we have purchased with left over funding
from a grant from BCUA.

Permanent collection program. Difficulties with the payment at drop-off
using invoices; Polymolding requests for cash or credit card which is not
standard payment option for GR. For the future there are two options we
are looking into: a. drop off at the Ridgewood recycling center for them to
densify with their new densifier. Or b. utilize a potential mobile densifier
Bergen cunty is looking to purchase (Ken together with a subgroup of the
SJ Bergen Hub has been working on this proposal)

Report on demonstration of Ridgewood’s new styrofoam densifier: Ben
participated to a tour in July and gave a brief description of the system
used in Ridgewood.

Residential renewable energy SEA program update. Ken will update the
website. There will be a small sum of $ available for energy efficiency at
the end of the contract. The current contract ends at the end of
September and we need to pass a new Resolution to stay in the
consortium for a new contract that lasts until 2025.

Glen Rock was awarded a grant from Clean Fleet: it reimburses up to
$5,000 off a EV and 50% of installation costs. We are looking for a pickup
truck or for a Nissan Leaf.

Discussion of potential topics of interest

Resident Paula Gilligan is interested in exploring solar energy for the
borough. We will follow offline to fill her in on our past research on this
topic (Community solar state program and PPA agreement with solar
installers)

9:15pm



