
 

GLEN ROCK ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
 

Municipal Building, Harding Plaza, Glen Rock, NJ  07452 

 
MINUTES - Meeting of Wednesday March 16, 2022 

   

 

Ben Meyer (P) Scott King (A) Candace Lynch (A) 

Lesley Elton (A) Sylvia Rabacchi (P) Amy Martin (Council Liaison) (P) 

Ken Jones (P) Ann Marie Brennan (P)  

(A) Absent 
(P) Present 
 
GREC Alternates:  Sara Froikin-Gordon (A), Michelle Tyler (P) 
Shade Tree Advisory Committee: Candy Hall, Elaine Silverstein 
Green Team: Jessica Caron 
Guests: Jessica Marrotte (MS teacher) 
Site Plan Review – None to report 
 

Agenda Topic/Owner Key Points Summary 

Minutes approval  Minutes of February 16 meeting approved. 

FEATURE TOPICS 
 
Plastic Free Glen Rock/ 
Rabacchi, Tyler 

i. Outreach campaign for 
businesses and 
residents: educate on 
new Plastic Reduction 
state law taking effect 
May 4, 2022. Promote 
switching from 
Styrofoam to 
sustainable materials. 
Resolution 

 

ii.  Outreach to schools 
 

iii. Update on water bottle 
-filling stations  

Outreach to businesses (Sylvia): education material in 
progress (trifold, list of sustainable materials possibly) to 
summarize: 

1. New state law and promoting switching to 
sustainable materials 

2. State incentives for energy efficiency upgrades 
(Direct Install covering 70% of eligible costs) 

3. Green Business Recognition program: certificate, 
sticker, acknowledgement by council and on 
website 

 
To do actions: 
Get the updates contact list of businesses from 
councilmember Barchetto. Seek to partner with the 
newly formed Business Commission and the business 
organizations (Chamber and Guild). 
Sylvia presented a draft for a Trifold that includes single-
use plastic reduction and energy efficiency outreach 
(Direct Install). Received comments from Amy and 
commissioners. She also presented a draft for the Green 
Business Recognition program that includes the same two 
areas: single-use plastic reduction and energy efficiency 
(also covered in Trifold. It includes the new logos for the 
green business award, which will be printed as stickers 
and provided to businesses that get the award. 
 
The campaign will consist in mailing the trifold and a list 



of sustainable materials to use as alternative to plastic. 
We will then also visit the businesses in person. 
  
Outreach to schools and residents (Michelle): 
Middle school teacher Ms Marrotte explains her plans to 
start a students’ Green Team and implement some 
education projects with the goal to reduce single-use 
plastic. She is considering to implement some of 
Michelle’s ideas and organize a plastic audit as well as 
show short segments of “The story of plastic” movie. 

UPDATES:   

Styrofoam recycling, 
Lynch, Jones 

Update on permanent 
collection in Glen Rock 

Styrofoam collection started in the beginning of March 
and is proceeding very well, with a full container already 
filled and dropped off at the recycling facility in Haskell 
despite very little advertising. 

Sustainable 
Landscaping/Rabacchi 

Strategy for outreach on 
green equipment, native 
plants, fertilizers/ 
pesticides.  

Discussed plans for outreach for Earth day: GREC may 
order a battery-operated leaf blowers and set up a loaner 
program for the residents to test it out. Also discussed 
the possibility of organizing a Raffle for 1-2 battery-
operated leaf blowers to be given away at Earth day 
(suggestion from Lenora Benjamin).  A demo will also be 
offered with sustainable landscapers/vendors displaying 
e-equipment. Scott mentions that he has a RYOBI leaf 
blower that he likes a lot and he is planning to come and 
display it at the Earth day demo. 

Earth day/ Rabacchi, Hall  Updates on Earth Day Green week activities in 
collaboration with the Arboretum and STAC from April 22 
to April 30th. 
GREC will organize the following activities for Saturday 
April 23rd: 

1. Offer a table with hands out (reusable bags, 
composting guidelines, recycle the right way 
flyers….) 

2. Sustainable landscaping equipment demo:  
councilmember Jon Cole, GREC member Scott 
King offered to participate and show their own e-
blowers. In addition, we invited Rohsler’s and 
Quiet Landscaping. We need to select a few good 
quality leaf blowers.  

3. Planning for a Climate change presentation by NJIT 
Prof Alex Khalizov, followed by short presentation on 
activities implemented in Glen Rock to mitigate the 
effects of climate change. 

4. STAC/GREC may sponsor a workshop on composting  

 
Adjournment: 9:30 pm 


