
 

GLEN ROCK ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
 

Municipal Building, Harding Plaza, Glen Rock, NJ  07452 

 
MINUTES - Meeting of Wednesday February 16, 2022 

   

 

Ben Meyer (P) Scott King (A) Candace Lynch (P) 

Lesley Elton  (A) Sylvia Rabacchi (P) Amy Martin (Council Liaison) (P) 

Ken Jones (P) Ann Marie Brennan (P)  

(A) Absent 
(P) Present 
 
Alternates:  Sara Froikin-Gordon (P), Michelle Tyler (P) 

Shade Tree Advisory Committee: Candy Hall, Elaine Silverstein 

Green Team: Jessica Caron 
Shade Tree Advisory Committee: Elaine Silverstein, Candy Hall 
Site Plan Review – None to report 
 

Agenda Topic/Owner Key Points Summary 

Minutes approval  Minutes of December 2021 and January 2022 meetings 
approved. 

FEATURE TOPICS 
 
Plastic reduction  
/Rabacchi, Tyler  

Businesses and residents’ 
outreach on the new 
Plastic Reduction state law 
taking effect May 4, 2022. 

  
Promote switching from 

Styrofoam to sustainable 
materials. 

 
Resolution. Proposal to 

make Glen Rock a plastic 
free zone.  

Outreach to businesses (Sylvia): prepare education 
material (trifold possibly) to summarize: 

1. New state law and promoting switching to 
sustainable materials 

2. State incentives for energy efficiency upgrades 
(Direct Install covering 70% of eligible costs) 

3. Green Business Recognition program: certificate, 
sticker, acknowledgement by council and on 
website 

 
To do actions: 
Recycling: check whether business can bring their 
recycling to DPW 
We will seek to partner with the newly formed Business 
Commission and the business organizations (Chamber 
and Guild). 
We need to create a Green Business Recognition program 
(start with Jess material created ~3 years ago). 
We need to create a logo and some art material for the 
brochure. We will update the list of vendors for 
sustainable material alternative to plastic and include in 
the packet. 
We will then visit the businesses in person and email the 
material (borough has a list of contact info). 
Committee formed to start working on this right away for 
implementation in April. 



  
Outreach to schools and residents (Michelle): 
Plans include: 

1. Screening of “the story of plastic” in MS/HS 
2. Audit of trash/recycling  in MS/HS 
3. Amy and Arts Council will include a short movie 

The Beauty) as opening for the April Film Festival 

UPDATES: 
 
STAC Updates, 
 Silverstein, Hall 

 
Shade Tree Advisory 
Committee report, Tree 
Protection Ordinance 

 
STAC will work on the grant received to complete a 
survey of town-owned trees. Ordinance draft in progress, 
and working toward a completed draft to be circulated. 

Styrofoam recycling, 
Lynch, Jones 

Update on plans for 
permanent collection in 
Glen Rock 

DPW Director Bob Buono planning to start the collection 
on March 5th. Ken and Candace will help train DPW 
personnel on what Styrofoam is accepted, Candace will 
work on educating residents as well. It is critical that 
Styrofoam dropped off by residents is appropriate or the 
program may fail.  

Sustainable 
Landscaping/Rabacchi 

Strategy for outreach on 
green equipment, native 
plants, fertilizers/ 
pesticides.  

Guidelines brochure (best practices): Elaine mentions that 
Native Plants of NJ is developing such a plan and will be 
launching it very so, so we will wait for that.  
Amy mentioned that Ridgewood would like to partner 
with us on a leaf blowers campaign. 
 
See below Earth day. 

R-GEA/Jones  Advance planning underway for a potential renewal when 
the current contract expires later this year. 

NEW BUSINESSES: 
SJ for Schools/Lynch 

 Candace has communicated with a MS science teacher 
interested in revamping the SJ for Schools program. We 
may collaborate on the plastic free campaign. 

Earth day/ Rabacchi  We are hoping to coordinate Earth Day again in 
collaboration with the Arboretum and STAC (late April) 
focus on e-landscaping equipment demos: Sylvia 
mentions the plan to have a demo of leaf blowers and e- 
landscaping equipment by residents (Jon Cole offered his) 
and sustainable landscapers/vendors. Amy reminds us of 
Lenora’s idea to purchase a few battery-operated leaf 
blowers to be given away at a Raffle. We need to select a 
few good quality leaf blowers. May ask the ATL-NJ group 
for recommendations. Resolution draft may be included 
in the campaign. 
We will also have additional hand-out material (reusable 
bags, recycling cards…) 

 
Adjournment: 9:30 pm 


