
 

GLEN ROCK ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
 

Municipal Building, Harding Plaza, Glen Rock, NJ  07452 

 
MINUTES - Meeting of Wednesday January 19, 2022 

   

 

Ben Meyer (P) Scott King (P) Candace Lynch (P) 

Lesley Elton  (P) Sylvia Rabacchi (P) Amy Martin (Council Liaison) (P) 

Ken Jones (P) Ann Marie Brennan (P)  

(A) Absent 
(P) Present 
 
Shade Tree Advisory Committee: Candy Hall 
Alternates:  Sara Froikin-Gordon (P), Michelle Tyler (P) 
Guests: Laura Occhipinti 
Site Plan Review – None to report 
 

Agenda Topic/Owner Key Points Summary 

GREC 
appointments/Martin 

 Councilmember and GREC liaison Amy Martin swears in 
Michelle Tyler as GREC Alternate, and re-appoints Ben 
Meyer, Scott King, Candace Lynch and AnnMarie Brennan 
as GREC commissioners 

UPDATES: 
 
SJ Bergen Hub/ Jones 

 
GREC hosting the January 
SJ Bergen Hub meeting  

    We will host the next Bergen County Hub meeting on 
Monday January 31 on Zoom, agenda and link will be 
distributed. Focus on legislation promoting EVs 

Water bottle filling 
stations/ Tyler 

Update on filling stations 
at Alcove, Faber field, 
Memorial and/or other 
park 

Michelle has created a brief powerpoint presentation 
summarizing the specific equipment proposed. Three 
locations are proposed with easy installation at the 
external wall of the restroom building at Faber field, the 
pool playground and Memorial field.   
GREC may present the proposal at the GREC budget 
meeting in February. We will also look into wall mounted 
water bottle filling stations. 

   

Plastic reduction 
campaign 

Strategy for educating 
businesses and residents 
on the new Plastic 
Reduction state law taking 
effect May 4, 2022. 

Outreach to Businesses:  
GREC is working with the SJ Bergen Hub Single use plastic 
committee to develop a strategy for outreach to 
businesses that will be impacted by the new state law, 
banning food establishments from providing food contact 
Styrofoam, and also banning single-use plastic bags and 
paper bags (if > 2,500sf).  
Our goal is to take the opportunity to encourage 
businesses, as they discontinue the use of Styrofoam, to 
switch to sustainable materials rather than plastic. We 
are developing examples of such material with vendors 
and costs to make available to our businesses. Also, we 
can pair this a Resolution by the mayor and council and 



with developing a green business recognition program for 
businesses that implement sustainable practices.   
 
We will create subgroups to break down the campaign 
into separate elements. Sara has accepted to work on 
drafting a Resolution. 
 
Outreach to Residents: 

o A HS student is interested in partnering with us to 
create a Video for residential outreach with best 
practices. We will help him gather information and 
also explain less known recycling myths, including the 
lack of recycling for clamshells, colored plastic, bottle 
caps…). We will suggest to also include a strong m 
message promoting refusing plastic to favor 
sustainable material, re-using, with recycling as the 
very last resort. 
Alternative proposal would be to focus the video on 
the new state law. 

 
o Recycling the Right Way card update: proposal to 
use the front of the card, where the address is, for a 
strong message on refusing plastic, with examples. 
o Amy proposes to have a short video on this topic 
for the next Arts Council movie session. We can 
consider an 8’ video Michelle has distributed on the 
Story of Plastic. 

Sustainable 
Landscaping/Rabacchi 

Strategy for outreach on 
green equipment, native 
plants, fertilizers/ 
pesticides.  

Discussed a plan to roll out an educational and outreach 
campaign to promote sustainable landscaping. We will 
collaborate with STAC and create flyers and possibly also 
a more comprehensive guidelines PDF document listing 
best practices for residents and creating a list of 
sustainable landscapers working in our area. 
 We may also draft a Resolution for the mayor and council 
that can help support our efforts. 

Budget for 2022 Planning for GREC budget 
for 2022 

We need to plan on what to include in the budget for 
2022. We may consider including two water bottle filling 
stations, some funds for business outreach on plastic,  
printing & mailing the updated Recycling the Right Way 
card, Earth day, EV landscaping. 

 
Adjournment: 9:22pm 


