Work Session Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, September 10, 2025 6:30 pm

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. This
meeting was included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in
said newspaper, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, and has been
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute. In addition, a copy of this
notice is and has been available to the public, and a copy is available in the clerk’s office.

ROLL CALL:

Council Member Martin —present Council Member Gilbreath —absent
Council Member Orlich — present Council Member Coll — present
Council Member Rozanski — present Council Member Rosenstein — present

Also, present were Donna Mollineaux, Interim Borough Administrator, Jennifer Credidio,
Borough Attorney, and Jacqueline Scalia, Borough Clerk. Kristine Morieko, Mayor — Absent

2026 Calendar

Council Member Martin opened the work session and noted that Council Member Rozanski
had started working on the 2026 calendar. Council Member Orlich confirmed she would lead
the calendar project with help from Council Member Coll, stating it would feature a 250th
anniversary theme with historical photos.

Council Member Orlich explained that the graphic designer who typically creates the
calendar would be away from late October until Thanksgiving, so they planned to provide her
with photographs before her departure. Council Member Orlich requested that all council
members collect 2026 meeting dates from their respective committees and departments.

A resident named Tom raised a concern about the inconsistency in the heavy trash pickup
schedule, noting that residents on his street (Midwood) had put out trash on the first
Wednesday of the month per usual habit, but the calendar had indicated the second
Wednesday. He requested that the borough maintain consistency with the first and third
Wednesday schedule to prevent confusion. Council Member Orlich acknowledged the
feedback and explained they typically try to maintain consistency but sometimes need to
adjust for holidays.

Fire Prevention Fees

Council Member Orlich presented proposed updates to the fire prevention fees, noting that
Ridgewood and Glen Rock's fees had not been updated since 2003, while most towns update
their fees every 3-5 years. The proposal included:

e New business inspection fees based on square footage, comparable to neighboring
towns

e A $40 additional fee for inspection requests made within 5 days
e Denial of applications submitted less than 48 hours in advance

e A proposal to start charging houses of worship the same inspection fees as other
businesses

e Increasing the Type 1 permit fee from $54 to $60



e (Changes to smoke alarm and carbon monoxide alarm inspections, which will now be
conducted by fire inspectors rather than building inspectors at a cost of $100, with a
$50 fee for reinspections

Council Member Rosenstein questioned whether houses of worship should be charged,
asking how many existed in Glen Rock (approximately 6-7) and whether other municipalities
charge them. Council Member Orlich explained that some houses of worship in Glen Rock
already pay fees (those with schools are permitted by the state), creating inconsistency, and
provided comparisons showing Glen Rock's proposed fees were similar to or lower than
neighboring towns like Wyckoff, Woodcliff Lake, Paramus, and Montvale.

The council also discussed removing the fire extinguisher requirement when selling homes,
as the state of New Jersey no longer requires it, and fire safety experts believe it's safer for
residents to evacuate and call 911 rather than attempt to fight fires themselves.

The council agreed to move forward with drafting an ordinance for introduction at the next
meeting.

Girls Scouts Proposal

Council Member Martin briefly addressed a Girl Scouts project proposal for the Hamilton
Shack, clarifying that the borough does not have jurisdiction over this property as it belongs
to the Board of Education. The Girl Scouts have been informed they need to seek permission
from the Board of Education. Council Member Martin stated that if they decide not to pursue
the project at that location, the borough would be happy to accommodate them on borough
property, as they have done with both Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts projects in the past.

Council Comments
Shared Services Committee

Council Member Rosenstein raised the topic of forming a shared services committee to
explore potential efficiencies, particularly regarding public works facilities. Council Member
Martin indicated the public works committee would be involved, and there was discussion
about whether they were ready to pursue this option over others. Council Member Coll
suggested surveying department heads for potential shared services ideas first, though
Council Member Martin noted that departments already regularly identify such opportunities.
The council agreed to move forward with exploratory discussions.

Public Safety Update

Council Member Orlich provided an update on public safety concerns related to an individual
in Glen Rock who had previously been imprisoned for stalking a woman in town. She assured
residents that the police department and Bergen County Prosecutor's Office were aware of the
situation and monitoring it closely, with an ongoing criminal investigation. She emphasized
that the police want residents to continue with their normal activities and assured them the
individual has no history of violence. Council Member Orlich encouraged residents to contact
police if they see anything concerning.

A resident suggested taking a proactive approach similar to when Chief Ackerman had
previously addressed public safety concerns at a meeting. Another resident inquired about
possibly implementing an ordinance prohibiting camping out in public spaces, similar to what
Summit had recently passed. Council Member Orlich indicated she had discussed this with



Chief Ackerman, who expressed concerns about legal limitations in New Jersey, but would
explore the option.

Library Renovation Project

Residents Amanda and Ben from 305 Rock Road (the library) expressed concerns about
transparency regarding the library renovation project, specifically requesting information
about the construction timeline, project management, safety protocols, and budget oversight.
They asked who would be responsible for overseeing the project to ensure it stays on budget
and on schedule.

Council Member Martin explained that the bid had recently been awarded, with funding
secured through grants and previously budgeted borough funds. She stated that the project
would be managed by the contractor with oversight from the architect, and committed to
finding out who the project foreman would be to address residents' specific concerns about
construction schedules and safety measures.

The residents emphasized the need for a designated point person to take responsibility for the
project, expressing concerns about potential cost overruns that would burden taxpayers. They
also raised questions about communication regarding construction disruptions, safety
provisions, and project transparency.

175 Rock Road Development

A resident requested an update on the status of the 175 Rock Road development. Council
Member Martin explained it was a private development, but the borough attorney, Jen
Credidio, agreed to request information regarding inspection status and construction
approvals for the next meeting.

Public Comments

A resident from 89 Midwood shared a personal recollection of his experience on September
11, 2001, when he witnessed the attack on the World Trade Center from Jersey City. He
described returning to Glen Rock to find volunteers at the train stations assisting with the
emergency response, and residents bringing supplies. He emphasized the community spirit of
Glen Rock, noting how residents look out for and care for each other during difficult times.

Following a motion, the Council voted to move into closed session.

Motion: Move to close out the executive meeting and move into closed session. Moved
by: Council Member Rozanski Seconded by: Council Member Rosenstein Vote:
Approved unanimously
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