
BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

Work Session Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, October 27, 2021, 6:30 pm 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Council Member Martin -present  Council Member Barchetto– present  

Council Member Gilbreath – present              Council Member Dill – present  

Council Member Unzaga – absent                    Council Member Cole – present 

 

Also present were Kristine Morieko, Mayor, Lenora Benjamin, Borough Administrator, Anthony 

Suarez, Borough Attorney, and Jacqueline Scalia, Borough Clerk 

 Main Street 

Lenora  –  we received an email from a resident on Main Street regarding the Sewer Line, didn’t 

know the history on why this section wasn’t on the sewer system but septic, so I inquired with 

the engineer, and this would be a local assessment (improvement) of the participating residents 

contribute toward the improvement to their property as an assessment, this would be a budgetary 

item for 2022, will take some discussing with the engineer and attorney for all the legal issues as 

well.  

Carl – 10 homes in the area of Birchwood to Ferndale, run a new sewer main that would 

discharge by the back of the field.  The cost the town would likely bond for and how it's paid 

back would be the decision of the town. Likely to be 15 feet down and would need to tie septic to 

the main.  Approx. $500,000 from the design side we would need to check all the designs of the 

homes, treatment approval these homes would be abandoning their septic system and tie into the 

sewer.   

Lenora – there would also be a fee from Passaic Valley Sewer.   

Carl – all 10 would need to buy into this and see how to do it separately. We would need to find 

out what other utilities are there. 

Council Member Martin – would like to hear from the homeowners and see what the real issues 

are.  Would like to see the ramification of septic vs. sewer. 

Carl – I think we should contact the neighbors and invite them to a meeting. See if you have 

everyone buying into this.  

Lenora – we did this a long time ago for the sidewalk at $300.00 assessment.  Need to bond for 

this a talk with the professionals to see how to handle assessing the residents, if all buy-in if not 

see how to handle the ones that don’t, this is an assessment to the property.  10-5 yrs.  usually. 

The money would go to pay off the debt. It is localized for a certain group of people.  Would that 

include soft cost, does the borough have a legal responsibility to provide this service to their 

residents? 



Council Member Cole – does the old septic system come out. 

Carl – they can abandon it or remove it; this is up to the resident. 

Gina Sellitto - 155 Main Street – the reason we are interested in this is because when I bought 

my house 6 yrs. ago the old owner needed to replace the system, don’t know the overall cost if 

any of these residents go to sell their homes, they will all need to replace their systems, so we 

decided to see if we can ask the town if we can connect to the sewer system.  

Carl – if all have a basement that would be 10 or 12 feet down, there should be enough depth to 

get the laterals out to a man whole, we should be underneath the utilities, we shouldn’t have an 

issue we should be below everything.  

Lenora – are any of the 10 long term residents  

Gina – there is at least a hand full that have the original systems.  

Carl – since you brought up the oil tank issue this would be the time to remove them. 

Gina – I believe all my neighbors are connected to the gas. 

Lenora – once the cost is calculated the assessor will go out as this improvement will add some 

value to your property.  But that will be separate from your taxes. 

Carl – it would need to be designed, bid, constructed  

Council Member Gilbreath – does the assessment live with the person who owns the property 

currently or goes with the property.  

Asked a resident and you mentioned to me a while back that this came to the council before. 

Mr. Beard - 135 Main we didn’t think it was fair to have the residents pay for the main.   Think 

this was back in 1985 -1986. The problem is you have 10 different people at different stages in 

their life, I’m willing to pay to have my line connected but I don’t believe it's fair that we have to 

pay for the main.   

Lenora – I think those are some of the questions we need to have all the information on.   

Council Member Martin – I would like to know how invested the 10 residents are.  

Richard Dowling -173 Main – asked how the town handled other areas in town that are 

connected to the sewer lines.  

Gina – it's only these 10 houses, I don’t understand why.  The houses are both sides of us are 

connected.  I don’t think anyone would oppose connecting to the street.  

Mayor – you are already at $5,000 just to apply to connect on the resident end.  

Mr. Beard – we already know that we are responsible to curb.  

Council Member Martin – asked Gina to be the point person to get the information from all the 

residents. 



Council Member Barchetto – asked what the next step would be to gather information  

Lenora – conversation with the engineer, attorney, and assessor on how this assessment would be 

done. Seems like more than the majority is represented and looking to move forward with this.  

Mayor – think this should be a special meeting.  Don’t think we would have time to do that this 

year.  Maybe we should get the numbers and maybe have the assessor do a rough draft of what 

the numbers might be.  If we start with Carl, then we start incurring a cost. 

Carl – can talk with his guy on the TWA fees, and have him give a ballpark number, the main 

would be a line item bid with 10 separate house connections and it would be a line item and paid 

for that way.  Then paving might be a separate contract.  

Council Member Barchetto – when would we be able to discuss that. 

Mayor – that would be up to Lenora  

Lenora – would certainly need the attorney, auditor, and engineer to find out how this would be 

structured.   

Mayor – I want everyone to have the most accurate information first.  

Gina – so you would come to us with a lump sum cost. 

Carl – yes but some would be lump sum upfront cost.   

Lenora – if the council would like to schedule a special meeting we could try to get that in before 

the end of the year, maybe early December. 

Mayor – we could do a rough draft to be sent certified mail to the residents.  

In the email, a mention was made about applying for a grant. Was that looked into? Maybe the 

EPA  

Carl – I don’t believe there is a grant per se, there is funding through the NJ DEP financing 

program low-interest loan, with principal forgiveness, I have had a project that has received this 

and some that haven’t.  but the town may also be able to get a better rate.  Maybe a local aid 

grant for the paving, but not for the sanitary sewer.  

Mayor – we will be looking into getting the information and estimate.  

Dog Park Request 

Mayor – we received a request from the dog park a donor is willing to provide 5 sycamore trees 

some seniors asked for shade options so now this is a situation where the dog park received a 

donation,  who do we have to approve any improvements to this park, we did get a photo of the 5 

potentially six trees so the ask is whether or not we approve this, who will be installing the trees, 

and if there is an expiration on the timing for this. 

Tom Scerbo – sycamore they are native, and we know they like it there they are most deciduous; 

the leaves will come down and I will take care of that as I take care of the dog park.  



Council Member Martin – my questions were more for the plan on the maintenance,  

Tom – I will take care of the dog park, but not the field. 

Council Member Gilbreath – who will care for the trees after the planting.  

Tom – it will fall under the arboretum, and we will take care of them.  They are 7-gallon pots 

trees, so have their earlier growth phase, the arboretum people will take care of them.  

Motion made by Council Member Barchetto to approve the planting of the trees at the dog 

park 

Seconded by Council Member Dill  

All in favor  

Fire Bell 

Kay Tuite – we on the historical society had a meeting today and we would like to see that the 

bell remains at the triangle.  These people use to come and ring this bell to notify people of a fire, 

it’s a big part of our history, this was the beginning of volunteerism in town.  

Lenora – what if we moved it to the fire department. 

Council Member Martin – with the renewal of the triangle part it could be a focal point and love 

that it symbolizes volunteerism.  

Mayor – so that was her ask that it remains at the park. 

Council Member Gilbreath – having a description, but I would like to see it where people would 

be able to see it. 

Council Member Dill – I’m sure we could have to have an agreement to move it. 

Council Member Martin – I don’t see why we would need to move it,  

Council Member Gilbreath – it will get moved from where it is currently but that doesn’t mean it 

needs to be moved out of the park. 

Council Member Barchetto – we will look at options and report you back 

Holiday Decision - 

Council Member Gilbreath – last time we were talking about Juneteenth so I put together a chart 

so you all can see, we need a decision at the next meeting to decide and looking to keep the 12 

holidays. 

Council Member Cole – what about having floating holidays. 

Mayor – my job has 14 holidays, so I brought that as well.  

Council Member Martin – would say the day after Thanksgiving, I have to take a PTO day 



Council Member Gilbreath – think one we should consider is Good Friday as it has a religious 

significance.  

Council Member Cole – if I had to choose between the two a lot of people are off.  

Lenora – this is the all standard for municipal holidays, and some have more. But this is the 

standard. 

Council Member Barchetto – good Friday is a New Jersey state holiday.  

Mayor – have this on for the next meeting.  

Council Member Martin – are we all in unanimous that Juneteenth should be added. 

All agree. 

Motion made by Council Member Gilbreath to suspend work session 

Seconded by Council Member Barchetto  

All in favor – meeting suspended 8:00 pm. 

Motion made by Council Member Barchetto to reopen work session 

Seconded by Council Member Dill 

All in favor   - work session reopened at 9:09 pm. 

Mayor – this needs to be done by the end of this year. For the next meeting let’s just focus on 

what general code has given us, they will compose one ordinance with all the changes. We all 

have a copy of the legal editorial and legal analysis. 

Council Member Gilbreath – we have two danglers if we can’t resolve it, we will leave it 

unchanged and deal it with at a later time but doing two readings of the ordinance 146 noise and 

156 peace and good order.  

Council Member Barchetto – we need to tweak the noise, but noise pollution from a business and 

check the legal limits.   

Council Member Gilbreath – franchise agreements are another one.  The question at hand took 

our council down a journey. But Mr. Suarez will be resolving this.  

Mayor – thought it would be easiest if anyone has any questions.  We hired general code to 

review our ordinances to update and correct any inconsistencies.  How you clear up your 

ordinances, this is all online now difficult to keep track and what is going where and hard to 

track.  I only had two questions chapter 116 sidewalks café, interesting incomplete ordinance 

now has a fee of $50.00 to add to chapter 101 searched and this is a very fair and generous 

number.  Hope we can expand upon this, thing from COVID that we could continue after 

COVID.  



Council Member Martin – agrees that needs to be amended and to see if we can legitimize the 

footprint out would be great to continue.  

Mayor – chapter 4 Mayor & Council and ordinances, change from 5 to 10 days,  

Council Member Barchetto – we did have the fee discussion months ago where we went thru all 

of them. 

Council Member made a Motion to accept the changes  

Seconded by Council Member Barchetto  

All in favor.  

Council Reports –  

Council Member Barchetto - Girl up club – they would like to come to tour the borough hall and 

bring them to council meeting walk them thru the process. For Nov 10th.  

Public Safety – 

Had a meeting with Tom, the Chief and Sgt. They will be more folks using the field than we had 

in a while, so do we need crosswalks or ingress and egress, would it be ok to have Sgt. 

McGovern talk to Carl to get his view.  

Extra Duty Contract – involves when they are doing work that doesn’t have anything to do 

with the town, think it is a good contract and it protects us overall when off duty construction 

this allows you to enter into an agreement with another community and it talks about coverage 

and insurance.  

Council Member Barchetto – so what do we need to do to move forward with this? 

Mr. Suarez – it doesn’t administratively by the Chief, you could do a resolution to accept it if 

you want.  

Body Cameras – forwarded the email from Dean outlining the cost so the highlights paperwork 

needs to be submitted by Nov 1st the cost is $58,000 the grant is $9,000 short first years it will be 

a wash. This was a mandate and will discuss that in the future. We will be communicating with 

our neighbors as we are not the only ones in this situation. 

Mayor – had a conversation with the Chief on data storage, how will they be billed for this asked 

how he has 24 cameras in here, charges are based on the number of cameras, he asked for 24 and 

we have 19 officers.  

Council Member Martin – we should get that answered why 24 what is count behind that. Why 

can’t you have a body camera that you put on where you are on duty.  

Council Member Barchetto – will ask for clarification on that. 

Mayor – Covid number went up by 2 tonight, going to be looking at the number in January. 



Public Comment  

Maria Dolan – 153 Midwood – discussion on Juneteenth BOE released the calendar they did not 

give the students off for that day, maybe consider just and observance. About the bell that is 

great to know the history anywhere in Glen Rock that maybe that could be incorporated into the 

O of Glen Rock, don't know that we want to change the piece. 

Lenora – next week we have a major repair going on here the building will remain open, but the 

restrooms will remain closed maybe a loud visit next week, overdue to be repaired.   

Motion made by Council Member Cole to close the work session 

Seconded by Council Member Barchetto 

All in favor 

Meeting Adjourned: 9:50 p.m. 

 


