
BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

Work Session Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, September 8, 2021, 6:30 pm 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Act.  This meeting was 

included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in said newspaper, posted 

on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, and has remained continuously posted as the required 

notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is 

on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Council Member Martin -present   Council Member Barchetto– present   

Council Member Gilbreath – via zoom present Council Member Dill – present  

Council Member Unzaga –present   Council Member Cole – absent 

 

Also, present were Kristine Morieko, Mayor, Lenora Benjamin, Borough Administrator, Anthony 

Suarez, Borough Attorney, and Jacqueline Scalia, Borough Clerk 

Mayor – want to start with Tracy Zur our commissioner our good fortune that she is representing 

us on the county level. 

Tracy – Hunger Action Month since the pandemic we have seen a 71% increase in Bergen 

County and we have seen a decrease in donations already the coattails of the pandemic are going 

to be long felt.  Starting October there was a 15% bump in SNAP benefits that will be going 

away soon, it's an increasing challenge for our food pantry, by understanding this is in every 

single town issue there are as of September 1st there are 71 families in Glen Rock that are 

utilizing food pantry and SNAP benefits.  It's an ongoing need, so what you are doing by 

adopting this is tremendous. Thank you for being part of the action.   

Mayor – Commissioner Zur is so enthusiastic, and she makes you want to get involved.  So 

happy we have her as our commissioner.  Asked about the Cereal Box Challenge in the school.   

Council Member Barchetto -  we will start a collection here at Borough Hall. Community Affairs 

to put some information out in the email blast with the Link to Tracy Zur page.  

Tracy – Thank you so much for delivering to your community.   

OEM Coordinator – Tom quick overview of what we encountered last week we faired very well 

we went to Rochelle Park and Lodi to help it was like a war zone there, so we faired very well, 

will run through what we had here we hade streets with multiple flooding and ones that never 

flooded before we had one rescue out of a vehicle on Rodney Street someone stuck in the water.  

We had several houses that had four to six feet of water in them.  had One family had to be 

evacuated foundation collapsing, another family had about 6 feet of water, Need to get a message 

out there any family that had water and it effects their appliances should call PSE&G. We had 

one family that had two feet of water and removed the water but the after effect was smoke in the 



house and they needed to be evacuated.  Please anyone can call me and I will help direct them to 

the property authority.  I was able to get a hold of some cleanup kits, will put the information out 

tomorrow.   

People who have flood insurance have a better chance of getting reimbursed, so it depends on 

your coverage as to what you will or not be reimbursed for, and for FEMA we will help them 

through the process but they have to outlay the money first and may get some reimbursement. 

We need to take a look at Diamond Brook and have that descaled to take all the debris out the 

brook did rise more than normal.  I spoke with Bob Culvert on this and he is willing to work on 

that process. Need to get more information and needs the involvement of the DEP.    

Mayor – the key to the FEMA portion the governor needs to declare a disaster and he has for 

Bergen County.  

Tom- if people have damage they should be taking pictures and it’s a long-drawn-out process.  

Right now, our expenses are $100,000, and not sure we should be putting in a claim for that.  

Council Member Unzaga – thanked Tom for camping out that night. 

Tom – we work so well with our police and EMS and it makes things go a lot easier  

Jon Cole – just wanted to mention people should shut off their sprinkler tonight.  

Tom – it was bizarre to see people water their lawn after the storm. They should put in rain 

sensors.  

Mayor – thinking we should have a how-to on the website in the event of a storm.  

Council Member Gilbreath – either Teaneck or Tenafly has an emergency pamphlet approx. 20 

pages and for 2022 it's a comprehensive book and I think we can adopt something like this for 

Glen Rock.  

Green Drop -  Lenora I didn’t get anything on what the requirement we have with the textile we 

have there now,  think the money and time frame is enticing, need to confirm what our obligation 

is maybe a different language just need to confirm and hear your opinion and questions so I can 

get clarification for you but it does have a draw, looking for five spaces for the trailer, where will 

the employee's park is a question, so certain things need to come into question. What are their 

percentage fees?   

Council Member Barchetto -when they are collecting things does the stuff stay in the trailer. Is 

security an issue?  

Council Member Gilbreath – one of the organizations they serve is a religious organization and I 

would like a little opinion on that separating church and state.   Anthony to investigate that.  

Lenora -  Need to consider all the pros and cons. Don’t believe they are a non for profit didn’t 

see any mention on their website.   

Council Member Martin– is there a real need for this. And where are we going to put this?  



Council Member Barchetto – get the revenue as it’s a 12-month time frame and now would be 

the time to do it with our parking situation.  Should we put this on for the October meeting? 

Council Member Martin – wanted a little discussion on where we left off the last meeting, 

climate change is upon us, mayor of bound brook being interviewing and found the response to 

be very heartening and enlightening.  What can a small municipality do to support climate 

change, they have planted trees, electric charging stations, and an electric fleet.  We have spoken 

about this before we did an inventory of borough vehicles in 2017 and we had 87 vehicles, I 

would like permission to explore this with GREC doing a complete inventory of what we have.  

Need to know the age and mileage of these vehicles.  Need to explore alternatives. 

Mayor – get that fixed asset report to GREC  

Council Member Martin made a motion to explore electric vehicles for our borough. This is 

not to be a threat this is to see how responsible we could be.  Just looking for permission to 

explore I’m sure it will not be for all departments. 

Dill seconded  

All in favor.  

Ken Jones – there is a way to put granulator into the list to track how much diesel or gasoline is 

put into the vehicle, and we can’t do that as the meter is not functioning at DPW.   

Lenora – they got a new one.  

Jon Cole – Saturday is the 20th anniversary of 911 6:30 pm memorial in the park to last about 35 

minutes will include dedication on new stones to tell its own story. 

Public Comment  

Jill Orlich – 399 Dunham Place – wanted more information on the recycling program what will 

be recycled and what are the organization that it will too?  

Mayor – American Red Cross, Saint Vincent’s Self-contained office, and restroom 

Motion made by Council Member Barchetto to close the work session 

Seconded by Council Member Cole 

All in Favor 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:28 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 




