
BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

Work Session Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, July 28, 2021, 6:30 pm 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  This meeting was 

included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in said newspaper, posted 

on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, and has remained continuously posted as the required 

notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is 

on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Council Member Martin -absent  Council Member Barchetto– via telephone   

Council Member Gilbreath – present              Council Member Dill – present  

Council Member Unzaga – absent                   Council Member Cole – present 

 

Also, present were Kristine Morieko, Mayor, Lenora Benjamin, Borough Administrator, Anthony 

Suarez, Borough Attorney, and Jacqueline Scalia, Borough Clerk 

Mayor – first public meeting back in borough hall, thank you to those that are here tonight.  

Two visitors here tonight – Chief to talk about the new hire process.   

Chief – reviewing this process realized the only members that were here were me and the Mayor, 

few other officers will be joining us tonight.  The single most important thing you could do is to 

hire correctly, if you hire the wrong person no amount of action can right that wrong.  in 2016 

when becoming chief we were not satisfied with the hiring practice in place, so we brought on 

new hiring practices. Point concerning hiring from the JIF is already in place, qualifications must 

be 21 and not over the age of 35 citizens of the US must be NJ residents with 60 college credits 

with associates or bachelor's degrees or honorable discharge from the army.  The application 

process is online, recruiting efforts are in progress, applications will open on Aug 9 at midnight 

will close at 150 applicants or by Sept 6th whatever comes first. Bergen Community to allow us 

to use their facility.  designed to attract qualified individuals NJ attorney general office and area 

colleges, giving the test at Bergen community college, required we still need to place an ad in the 

newspaper in the Bergen Record and posted on Linkin and on the website. $75.00 application fee 

there is a hardship waiver.  The written exam is Sept 22nd given by NJ state Assoc of the chief of 

police, written exam top 25 candidates go onto the physical agility test is under the supervision 

of  Dr. Michael Golz out of Franklin Lakes he leads the fitness training at the Bergen County 

Police Academy must score 80% or better both scores of written and physical top five will move 

onto the Oral review board Sgt Carter, Trover and Officer Orsita part of the people that will be in 

the process and Sgt Scott, anybody that makes it to this point will stay on the list for 2 years. The 

board will meet with me.  The public safety committee will be given the top three candidates to 

choose from for each position.  If it one position its three candidates if two positions will be 6 

candidates, those receiving a conditional offer of employment will go through a thorough 

background and psychological exam this part can't be conducted until a proposal to be hired, 



need to attend basic training at the police academy then field training program with the GRPD 12 

weeks officer will be followed after that as well, probation period of then recommend for 

permanent hire. We hired four officers the last time and all four graduated at the top of their 

class.   

Mayor – asked what are the dates of the classes for the next academy? 

Chief - Bergen County beginning of January if Passaic County will be ing February. 

Mayor – anything to gain by looking into the academy for any alternate route candidates. 

Mayor – vacancies in committees been a couple of opening in committees bd of health looking 

for a member planning board alternate is looking for a member as well.  

Council Member Gilbreath – our thought was someone with food industry background. That 

would be a great addition to us.  Also, have a CRAN opening.   

Council Member Barchetto – 2 openings in senior advisory. 

Mayor – will look to put something in the Friday blast. 

Park Map Unveiling - 

Council Member Barchetto – park map to be included in the welcoming package to new 

residents, Angela thank you for this fantastic design to use your talents  

Council Member Gilbreath – we also have a written document that will go along with it so you 

will know what goes on at what site.  

Diane Herrlett – asked for a copy for the historical society. 

Mayor – status of e-code analysis we contracted with general code, and they came back with a 

book of changes or recommendations and to make sure they were consistent with state law, they 

came back with a book of questions and gave that to Mary and Teresa to review and thru that 

process, it opened up pandora's box and that is why it was extended out. 

Council Member Gilbreath – pretty large scale undertaking some of the edits were changes to 

fines,  - that is -- do you want to update it? It has been a lengthy process as we looked at each 

chapter of the ordinances.  In some cases, this resulted in a  deeper dive into the ordinances 

themselves in what goes on in town or a particular industry.  Some zoning ordinances aren't as 

modern as they should be, so we formed a subcommittee and we meet every month, meet with 

Nancy Spiller and Brain Frugis, some items are things that came up at council meetings,  some 

items came up from new DPW director. General code project -  we are 90% there.  We also had 

the benefit of our Borough Council’s office look this over as well, changes that will be able to 

get done in the not-so-distant future, items that wouldn’t require both readings.  These will only 

need a single adoption  

Mayor - I thought part of the package was general code to draft the ordinance. What other steps 

are left? 



Council Member Gilbreath – so items are being taken off the list, some have bigger questions 

that need to be answered.  for the general code, we have between 3-5 small items to follow up 

on.   

Mayor – do you think we need a special meeting or should I block out a work session. 

Council Member Gilbreath – think it would be a few more than the last time. 

Mayor – think I would like to have a special meeting for that. 

Council Member Barchetto – think was a tremendous amount of work, and I would suggest that 

everyone take a few hours prior to the meeting to review the material before the actual meeting 

on that. 

Spencer Sqaure /Bob Freudenrich Garden -  

Lenora –in between S. Highwood, Ackermann Ave, and Rock Road, the request was quite 

modest, but there was Spencer Square but adding a garden for Freudenrich. 

Mayor - I know we are not in the business of naming any property after individuals. 

Council Member Barchetto – last year we made a decision not to name borough property after 

anyone. 

Lenora – he was borough admin for 27 yrs., and he dedicated his life to the borough of glen rock 

very proud veteran, just was a pillar and leader of our community, consider the people he was 

worked as a borough family and just a pillar of the community 

Council Member Barchetto – any request where someone wants to honor someone, we are not 

naming borough property, but I think it would be appropriate for the planting and having a 

plaque put in there to honor him for everything that he has done, think it would be an appropriate 

honor for him and I will make that motion. 

Mayor – think that is a great idea as it will remain spencer square and be able to honor him as 

well. 

Council Member Cole – had the opportunity to work with Bob years ago and this is a small token 

of what he has done for this community, I don’t see a downside to it.  

Council Member Dill – to second the motion 

Council Member Gilbreath – how is it going to be maintained. 

Lenora – van Keuren has maintained it and will continue. 

Council Member Cole – valid question to ask the organization for an estimated cost of 

maintenance down the road if it fell back to the borough. 

Council Member Dill – the scout could always do a community service project. Would be a great 

joint project with the community garden. 



Mayor – would like the borough to pay for the plaque.  

Motion made by Council Member Cole to pay for the plaque for honoring Bob Freundenrich  

Lenora – asked about a tree there, would like to do that.  

Mayor – would like that to come from the borough 

Council Member Dill- to talk with Shade Tree and circle back to Lenora.  

Council Member Barchetto – women in community service reached out to me they are the 

organization that does the Halloween parade and numerous other activities for women and 

during the pandemic with not being able to hold their bunko night and fundraising they have 

suffered tremendously and would like to ask if the borough would sponsor them with the 

$300.00 to cover the police cost to make the parade possible this year.  

Council Member Barchetto – would like to make this motion  

Council Member Gilbreath – seconded the motion  

All in favor.   

Council Member Gilbreath – Governor Murphy's recommendation masking in indoor setting and 

borough hall qualifies for that, and this came out today and is on the website.  Think we should 

require that in borough hall. 

Mayor – I did receive information today and OEM will be meeting and will be on their to-do list.  

Just got the email this morning, I am sure it will be within a few days. Soon. 

Diane Herrlett – 1 Glen Ave. the triangle is close to his house and would be nice for the family to 

look at. 

Jill Orlich – 399 Dunham – asked about police hiring how many will we be hiring,   

Mayor – we had a resignation so will only be one. 

Motion made by Council Member Dill to Close the Work Session 

Seconded by Council Member Cole 

All in favor 

Meeting Adjourned:  7:43 pm  

 

 

 

 

 



 


