
BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

Work Session Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 6:30 pm 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  This meeting was 

included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in said newspaper, posted 

on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, and has remained continuously posted as the required 

notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is 

on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Council Member Martin -present  Council Member Barchetto– present  

Council Member Gilbreath – present              Council Member Dill – present  

Council Member Unzaga – present                   Council Member Cole – present 

 

Also present were Kristine Morieko, Mayor, Lenora Benjamin, Borough Administrator, Anthony 

Suarez, Borough Attorney, and Jacqueline Scalia, Borough Clerk 

 

Mayor – welcomes Ramon Hache County Commissioner and Joanne Cimiluca & Robert 

Esposito.  Here to talk about Shared Services. 

Mr. Hache – Bergen County has a tremendous amount of resources and the willingness to work 

with the municipalities.  We are here for you, some of the resources are for the residents, some 

are for the businesses,  aware of the uncontrolled budget increases, shared services will help 

lower the tax burden.  Generated millions in saving for the municipalities in the county.  

BCIA – Bergen county community authority (attach slide)  

Dpw – Mechanical services for fleet vehicle maintenance, Street Sweepers  Salt Storage, Fuel 

Services, Transit Connector – take a tour of the center in Paramus. 

911 Communication Center – 911 agreements, dispatch services. Data storage for disaster 

recovery. Countywide trunk system. 

Department of Health – health officer, Department oversees the Bergen County   & Adoption 

Center, Contracted nursing services.  

Bergen & Passaic Consumer Affairs – optimized efficiency of Consumer Affairs Division, Saved 

taxpayer dollars, BC receives 75% of all revenues levied from fines & penalties.  

Shared Services in the of COVID – testing through Bergen New Bridge Medical Center, Massive 

bulk purchases through the Division of Purchasing.  

Joanne Cimiluca – how we helped small businesses since COVID looking at a few more years 

that they may need help, grant program with federal cares funds.  



BC CARES Small Business Grant Program  

$55.6 Million Awarded to 3,933 BC Businesses that Employ 79,278 workers 56 businesses in 

Glen Rock were awarded $800,000 Average award $14,136 Six Month Rental & Utilities 

Reimbursement  

NJ Economic Development Small Business Grant Phase 1 – 4 

(SBA) Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 

NJ Redevelopment Authority Business Rental Assistance Program – only five municipalities in 

BC that qualified.  

Restaurant Revitalization Fund – giving aid to all of the money that was lost. 46,000 small 

businesses in Bergen County huge need to help in any way we can. Please give my contact 

information to any small business at any time.   

Size up – to launch in the summer – easy to use, a virtual data tool that helps small business 

owners make informed decisions to increase revenue and save money.  We will offer SizeUp to 

Bergen business and partner with the Small Busines - Development Center, SCOR, and other no-

cost consultants to help them answer key business questions as they continue to recovery – 

Benchmark Performance, Discover New Customers, Optimize Advertising and Demographic 

Analysis – county to absorb the cost of this program.  

Robert Esposito – Director of Community Development – overview of what we do and the 

funding, make appointments on an annual basis provided various grants to Glen Rock over the 

years, mission statement to collaborate with town agency and citizens, key initiatives, create 

access and opportunity to those in need, Federally funded provides grant opportunities to 

municipalities and funds all of our operations all federally funded four grants that makeup that 

19 million dollars and CBDC is about 50% of that homeless and care program throughout the 

county 5.5 million Home investment partnership used to fund housing for special needs that is 

what we help fund. Fourth grant Emergency solutions grant.  Pandemic CARES Act 31.25 

Million received being used for tenant rental assistance getting an additional $10,000 million for 

special needs, seniors.  Need to follow the HUD regulations. Every three years we worked with 

all 70 towns cooperative agreement sets forths the framework of how we operate.  All of our 

funding is application-based, there are some restrictions Glen Rock pretty limited to ADA 

projects and seniors.  About 190,000 in funding over the past 10 yr to Glen Rock.  2 programs 

where we interface with the public to see who can apply, first-time buyers low-income residents, 

if qualify and are eligible for interest-free mortgage assistance if approved.  BC Home 

Improvement Program – low, moderate-income if qualified people who are in need a range of 

home improvements up to $17,500 and for 2 family homes up to $25,000.  The principal doesn’t 

need to be paid back until the home is sold.  Highlight over the last decade funded over lower-

income helped fund over 120 miles of neighborhood road, drainage. $18 million affordable 

family housing project in Hackensack to help boost the local economy. $35 million in 

homelessness prevention and care.  Funded ADA projects.   



Council Member Barchetto – looking at the page on the website if residents call the number will 

there be someone that would hold their hand.  

Mr. Esposito – yes Rosemarie will be able to help them.  

Mayor – during the pandemic we found out about how many families were in the food shortage.  

Council Member Barchetto – think it would be a great idea to have a presentation to all the 

businesses in town.  

Joanne – if you want me to come to glen rock I would do that but we will be advertising this and 

reaching out to the Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Esposito – new affordable housing project on Rock Road $250,000 - $300,000 for Nouevelle 

housing project.  

Mr. Hache – thanked the Mayor making sure that those that need the help know where to find it.  

Appreciate the opportunity tonight.   

Mayor – thanked them all for coming tonight. 

Stop Sign Gaynor  

Council Member Barchetto – had some outreach from the residents Sgt McGovern feels that 

placing stops signs would help by T street 

Motion to add stop signs to Fairmount, to all the road that T with Garvey Place 

Second – Martin 

All in favor   

Council Member Barchetto – to work with Sgt McGovern on the Ordinance for the future 

meeting 

Cannabis Commission – 

Mayor – love that Terese wants this explored,  So I sent an email to all committee to be Anthony, 

Brian, Nancy, Chief, Ed, Mayor & Council, and Lenora, Board of Health Member.  

Council Member Unzaga – sked about the Chamber of Commerce. 

Council Member Gilbreath – does feel the need at 

Council Member Mayor – this is a move of gathering the information, not making decisions. 

Thinks it's nice to have representation but doesn’t think they should have a say.  

Council Member Martin – I think it is important to get a sense of the business community and 

get their feedback.  

Council Member Gilbreath – if people are bringing information and doing research and less 

about opinions and more about fact gathering 



Council Member Unzaga – who would represent them.  

Council Member Martin – I think we also want the representation from the ones that will be 

directly involved with this decision, think personally it would be a mistake if we didn’t. by  

Council Member Cole- potential market influence on the do the research and bring to the group. 

Data on the market influence of being in  

Council Member Gilbreath – we would be allowed to have a popup in the middle of the street 

Rock and Glen.  A little piece on broad street, available on Harristown Road and Prospect by 

Bottle King. Once the federal regulations come we have a few decreet spots in town and put in 

place all the procedures.   

Mayor – going back to the Commission  3 steps – we are still at the mercy of the Cannabis 

Commission received emails, we are still reviewing our options at this point. Next meeting May 

18th. Very difficult for us to make our recommendation without having the full scope – The 

impact area would be the first meeting. Prefer the meetings to be in the evenings.  

Council Member Gilbreath – we have this drug-free zone map take a look at the current zoning 

map and do the mapping and marrying the two will give us a nice foundation.  

Council Member Barchetto – are we asking the Planner to do an overlay of the map. This would 

be a cost to us I'm sure 

Motion made by Council Member Cole  to Engage planner to mesh together the overlay zone  

Seconded by Council Member Gilbreath  

All in Favor 

Jif Training Status – send an email to those who need to take elected official's training.  

COVID Testing – Borough Hall Commuter Parking Lot – Monday & Wednesday 10- 3 Saturday   

PCR testing should add something about the driver's license. 

Council Member Gilbreath – check on the Social Security strikes me as this shouldn’t be. 

Council Member Martin – work for Valley Hospital no appointment necessary children 12 – 15 

can get the Pfizer vaccine.  599 Valley Health Plaza, Paramus. 

Council Member Gilbreath – COVID  stats for Bergen County 52 % with one dose and 45% with 

two doses in.  

Information to report Community Movie Watch three movies June movie is called Disclosure 

and it's about the trans community, July movie is Thirteenth and it's about African American and 

things that happened with African Americans. The   August movie is Viral it's about Anti- 

Semitism.  A discussion group will be pulled together for bridge discussions.  

 

Public Comment –  



Hugh Giordano – 57 Argyle Ave  Blackwood NJ – member united like to offer the mayor and 

council a tour of the garden state dispensary first one to go union, medically necessary,  refer to 

Bayonne ordinance, labor, environment, and community standards.  They did a really good job 

on the ordinance. State on NJ passed one of the best labor laws with the cannabis a lot of positive 

things coming down the roads.  609-680-5718 cell number. 

Marina -  3 Borough Square  Sayerville NJ – I take medical cannabis for PTSD and Cancer.  Leg 

amputated, lose 50 lbs within 3 weeks due to cancer. Everything changed for me due to medical 

cannabis, you have two doctors in your town that prescribe medical cannabis.  Please really 

reconsider medical cannabis. 

Jaime Van Sciver – 427 Green Boro Ave,  Paulsboro NJ - PL2020  enacted May 15, 2020, 

remote public viewing.  

Mr. Suarez – I don’t remember there being anything stating 

Jaime – if you look up PL 2020 c 20. – I'm here on behalf of all the sick 70% of your 

constituents voted for it,  I ask that you allow it in your community for medical cannabis.  There 

has to be another way s.  not sure if you are aware of the veteran.  I suffer from Lupus, I am 4 

years pharmaceutical-free. Lab work doesn’t lie, please keep an open mind give them to access 

something other than please have empty for medically.  

Mayor – want to caution you on giving statistics, Narcan is used for others as well. 

Jeff King – 24 Elizabeth Parkway Eatontown – agree with the earlier caller, it would be nice to 

be able to be seen.  Advocate for medical cannabis – appreciate that you are aware of that 

keeping an open mind looking at the options very smart you want to have the type of place that 

maybe someone you grew up with is running. Keep educating yourself and very much appreciate 

it.   

Jill Orlich – 399 Dunham Place – follow up on the movie program.  does it work and sign up 

Council Member Gilbreath – sponsored by CRAN information to get out about the movies and 

then the sign-up follow on the Facebook page and website and email blast. 

Gabriel Bullaro – 500 Doremus – comment on the previous speakers made,  millions of dollars 

but in lobby groups, the law was passed and Glen Rock percentage voted on this, we decide if we 

have this business in town. I agree with you right now that we don’t have all the information yet 

and I disagree with the lobby group that wants to push this into our town. 

Lefty Grimes – East Hanover – SativaCross.org 68% of Jesus miracles we are a nonprofit group 

here to help people, taxing medicine, I have seen people suffering and dying why are you making 

people wait why not help them, your town voted for this but they don’t want it and keep it out of 

reach.  I don’t care about recreational I talking about people that need help.  Please help the sick 

and the dying.  

Motion made by Council Member Dill to close the work session 

Seconded by Council Member Gilbreath 



All in favor 

Meeting adjourned:  8:37 p.m. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


