BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK
Work Session Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 8, 2019 6:30 pm

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law. This Meeting was
included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in said newspaper, posted on
the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, and has remained continuously posted as the required notices
under the Statue. In addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

ROLL CALL:

Council Member O’Hagan -present Council Member Martin -present
Council Member Morieko - present Council Member Leonard — present
Council Member Kreibich— present council Member Barchetto - present

Mayor - Thanked everyone for coming many of you are here from out of town. Clarified the events
that transpired based on emails regarding Columbus Day. When | receive emails from residents | bring
them up for discussion. This form of government is a strong Council weak Mayor, there was no
judgement in putting this on the agenda it also was not a partisan issue. All emails are on Facebook and
copies are available. Last October an email was received from a resident asking if it could be considered
changing Columbus Day to indigenous people day, responded that the calendar has already been
printed, Glen Rock does not have the power to take it away all we can do is take it off our calendar.
Council discussed it at a work session in October and was put on hold until this year. An email was
received from the same resident with the same question and 3-5 emails with same question. Work
sessions are were discussions happened and as Mayor when emails are received they are brought put as
discussions to the Council regardless of what they are and we have a government process and should be
able to talk about. | know many of you disagree with the premise and it’s not a judgement of the issue
and feel the discussion is necessary. It's the council that makes the decisions but as mayor, sets the
agenda. The meeting 2 weeks ago and discussed by the council with no conclusions with a diversity of
options and not split on a partisan basis. Issues get generalized and it is not political correctness, an
email was received, and it is important to here what residents have to say and discuss it and we are
going to continue that discussion today. This is respecting our residents and know that there is a
government process, everything is discussed, and it is not a judgement of the issue. We need to hear
from residents, posted on Facebook before last meeting that this would be discussed so that the council
could have many opinions and a balance. It the press release is was stated “that a town should only do
something like this if it is the will of your residents.” The mistake was made in the press release
regarding personal views, this is not an issue that one sentence can share an opinion, it’s one thing to
talk about Columbus but understand the pride of how Italian Americans have for this holiday and by
saying one thing | ignored and regret that was in the press release.

Motion made by Council Member Barchetto to have Council discuss issue, seconded by Council
Member Morieko. All were if favor.



Council Member Barchetto- Explained that issues are discussed at work sessions no matter if it regarding
one email, no matter how small the issue. We are here representing residents and need to talk about
difficult issues and controversy gets more people involved and educate about the process and hope
continue to stay involved. As elected officials hope that trust in judgements, responsibilities to represent
and we have the towns best interest at heart.

Council Member Kreibich -Echoed Council Member Barchetto. Thanked everyone for coming and
everyone who has contacted us whether agree or not a discussion needed to take place, it is also
important and taken seriously. Votes are thought out based on input. The requests are discussed and
try to solve issues big and small. The intent is to always to listen and to be more inclusive not to exclude
a certain group, suggested a compromise to use both. The discussion was paused to get more input
from residents and a big issue. Emails received regarding the Holiday and feel for the pride of Italian
Americans with the history of discrimination. Also feels deeply for people that Columbus Day is a painful
reminder. It seems beyond the scope of what we can do here. Thank you for coming out, we value your
opinion, we never dismiss them lightly regardless of the topic.

Council President Morieko — | did not support removing Columbus Day from our calendar and at the last
meeting stated the lack of jurisdiction to do so, it was a discussion and was voted on. Apologized to
everyone who came out because we are not voting on this, it was a discussion and stand by the promise
that we listen to you. To pit neighbor against neighbor is unacceptable, as a council need to recognize
issues and choose words carefully, consistently and impartially until we have resolute answer which we
do not have. Thanked Ron D’Argenio and to all here to support Columbus Day, who suggested William J.
Connell’s essay “What Columbus Day Really Means” copies are available, it explains the holiday, not
about the man but the mission and pride.

Council Member Martin — The absolute truth that we are equal as residents and it is important to listen
to various opinions. Many emails were received on both sides which were well stated and very
appreciative of them on this issue and other issues. Hope that we never back down from controversial
issues, it’s healthy for our community to have diversity. As an Italian American | care very much about
opening the door, thanked the Mayor for all the inclusion with the Pride and Interfaith Ceremonies and
new CRAN Committee. This discussion is not about vilifying one group but to listen and maybe there is a
place for indigenous people on the calendar. Discussions will happen again, and | have some ideas of
how we might go about doing this. Suggest that we take our time before deciding in the work session,
think we soon we need to have that discussion, the perception the public has that we vote on things
without people knowing is disturbing, feel we can change that perception and have some ideas how
issues are handled in work sessions.

Council Member O’Hagan — On Council for 15 years, unfortunately did not attend last meeting due to
work and apologized to the Mayor, Council and residents for not being there. | am not for this in any
way shape of form, | would like to make a request that after we hear all the public and then vote on this.
We are representative form of government and you are responsible to put us here or not. We are
always inclusive and listen everybody. | am passionate about this, | plan to have a formal vote at the
end of this. | hope that everyone understands, | will be asking for how everyone feels on this. If | had
attended last meeting would have made same request.

Council Member Leonard — | am on record on how | feel about the change and does not support it for
many reasons it will fall flat, don’t feel comfortable going back in time with 21 century moral standards



and history, we are not the correct people to judge. As an Italian American it has very important
meaning, | do not support the change. When people reach out to us | think we do owe it to them to
discuss.

Public Comment

Mr. Andre DiMino, executive board member of the One Voice Italian American Coalition - a nationwide
Italian America organization — defend against stereotyping and discrimination of Italian Americans with
the founder and representatives present tonight. | was born in Brooklyn, Columbus Day is an important
day for our family, 4 term council member of Woodcliff Lake, with respect to this issue, people that are
trying to get this changed are trying to do so based on propaganda and not on the facts. Itis important
to the facts, there are several scholars that have written about Columbus. We do not have anything
against indigence people, it is already a federal day the month of November 29, 2019 is American Indian
Day along the entire month of November. The author of “Christopher Columbus The Hero” Rafael Ortiz
has a letter to the mayor and council. The claims against Columbus are all false (read letter). This is
about America not about Columbus. Italian Americans are considered a protected class, why pit one
group against the another. Basis for Columbus Day was to reverse the discrimination at the time. Mr.
DiMino asked the Mayo and Council to consider all the facts when making considerations for this day. If
issue comes up again we will be back to defend the day.

Ron D’Argenio 877 Prospect St. — Lived here his entire life and this s a very deeply personal issue for me,
my mother and father sat in this room 70 yrs. ago, we had a farm for many year, when my father came
home from the war they were here as they had a zoning issue, my mother had a store on prospect
street, the then mayor suggested to my father that he couldn’t be understood, my father didn’t read or
write English very well and mother stated they were very wrong because they understood him very will
when he was fighting the war and was well decorated. My father always told me how lucky | was to be
born an American. Being appointed in 2002 to NJ Italian American Cultural Heritage Commission, serve
on the Board of the Alberto Institute at Seton Hall. We all agree we want to the right thing, the worse
thing to do is to make a hyphenate holiday will pit people against each other. to the This has little to do
with Christopher Columbus this is an attack on Italian American.

Harold Grant, Parsippany, NY — | am an Irish American with a degree in History and retired Police Officer,
the Indians at the time Columbus were cannibals and groups allied with Columbus and fought against
one another. Columbus was faulted for spreading Christianity and Muslims spread Islam couple 100
years prior to that and were very brutal, this what happened in history and tired of western civilization
and our culture being attacked like villains and turns a blind eye to everything else, which is unfair.

Jim McKenna, 16 Cumberland Road — The main issues against Columbus were being Italian and catholic.
Now we talk about inclusivity, airbrushing to isolate and destroy. If we want to honor indigenous
Americans, we should and find out what time of year they hold special. To take if off the calendar you
are not being inclusive you are being selective.

John Fratta, Chairman of Ny State Commission for Social Justice for the Sons of Italy — Referred to
Author Carol Delaney, while doing researching she came across the true history of Columbus and heard
the lies that were told about him. She wrote a book “Columbus and the Quest for Jerusalem” to dispute
the false narratives that are being spread throughout the country, we support indigenous people day.
We must stand firm, this is an attack on Italian Americans.



Caviler John Scarpati, Trenton — | run a festival probably the largest one in the state, in the 50’s when
Columbus was a part of that neighborhood money was collected for a huge statue of Christopher
Columbus that came from lItaly and placed in Columbus Park, so now in the last 5yrs, the municipality
has changed the statue was desecrated. | organized the festival of Hamilton township as a non-profit
organization, the statue in Hamilton was also desecrated, | received donations to restore statue. Since
there is no longer a parade | store the Santa Maria at my house. It is ok for people to believe whatever
they want, | took upon myself to find 2 soldier’s statutes from the World War Il and restored them to
honor Veterans at the festival. We need to realize over 400,000 Americans didn’t come home, thanked
everyone for being here and will do everything to keel Columbus Day.

Frank Lorenzo, a Staten Island resident spoke on behalf of some residents in Glen Rock — Read a
statement from Italian America residents that explained their interests in Columbus Day:

The Italian-American residents of Glen Rock NJ have a fundamental liberty interest and equality interest
in celebrating their heritage without undue interference from government officials. Unlike similarly
situated ethnic groups in Glen Rock, they are being systematically targeted based on their race and
national origin. There is no other ethnic group in Glen Rock that is being subjected to such unequal
treatment by the misuse of government power. By choosing the 2nd Monday in October to celebrate
another ethnic holiday, we can make the inference that local officials seek to not only exclude Italian
American residents of Glen Rock from participating in the social and cultural life of the state but are
acting under the color of law to do so. According to various legal precedents, Italian-Americans are
considered a cognizable racial group and are protected under the 14th amendment equal protection
clause.

Italian Americans are recognizable and distinct and appear to have been singled out for different
treatment under the laws as written or applied. Italian-Americans share a common ancestry in Italy, a
common cultural and religious heritage here and there, and they often share a common language.
They are identifiable, in part, by their characteristic last names. The court takes judicial notice that
Italian-Americans are considered in this district to be a recognizable and distinct ethnic group,
commonly identified by their last names and by their neighborhoods, These qualities are sufficient to
render Italian-Americans no less cognizable than the other groups who have already been recognized
for equal protection purposes. (US V Biaggi)

Local officials in Glen Rock are under the duty to act to protect their residents from discriminatory
animus especially when the laws protecting them are clearly established. Any individual, resident, or
group that is requesting you to use your official position to deprive an ethnic group of their rights,
privileges or immunities should cause alarm. Everyone has the right to celebrate their culture in Glen
Rock but nobody has the right to request an elimination of another culture.

The abundance of reasonably alternative days to celebrate another ethnic holiday makes one ponder as
to why the Italian American holiday is being targeted. There is no legitimate government objective in
renaming Columbus Day to another ethnic holiday or any other holiday.



We have a few questions for the council.

® |[sit necessary to a compelling end to rename Columbus Day to another ethnic holiday or any
other holiday?

e What is the legitimate government purpose of renaming Columbus Day?
Were you aware that Italian-Americans are considered a cognizable racial group in the eyes of
the law before this work session?

Becca Coll, Glen Rock resident — | am one of the people that asked the Council to change the name of
Columbus Day. | started a petition to see if there were wide spread support 92 signatures shut down
within one day and closed the petition. Many felt many we are honoring our Italian heritage day, it we
are honoring the heritage which | support that we should call it Italian Heritage Day and not support a
man that did terrible things to human beings. | closed the petition due to all the name calling and vial
comments on social media of residents in Glen Rock. All those in opposition called me a radical, this
idea is not radical, not extreme and mainstream around the Country and think it is inevitable here too.
Six states have already renamed the holiday indigenous people day or native American day, many towns
and cities have made the change with good reason. Reading many sources and Christopher Columbus
was guilty of horrible atrocities which are documented. The question to honor this man and | believe it
should be no, we can keep it as a day to honor Italian heritage which | would be in favor after hearing
tonight’s comments without calling in Columbus Day. Suggests tabling this issue due to allow neighbors
to speak rationally and to be respectful in today’s environment.

Mayor Packer paused speakers.

Council member O’Hagan asked for a very focused motion to not remove Chris Columbus Day off the
Glen Rock calendar, Council member Leonard seconded with presumption we will continue the
discussion on indigenous persons day at another time. All were in favor.

Mayor — reminded everyone to be respectful of one another for now nothing is changing.

Kathy Bielen, 142 Sycamore Terrace - Resident for 40 years, | am not Catholic or Italian and feels
everyone is missing the point that Columbus was an explorer and used as an opportunity to teach and
his involvement in North America, all other explores are spoken about in schools. Columbus represents
the exploration of our Nation. Most conflicts could have been avoided because it is a Federal holiday.
As elected officials the responsibility is to take of Glen Rock residents for example Police, Fire Dept. and
taxes instead of focusing on something that cannot be changed because it is a legal Government
holiday.

Father Tom Necastro — Past chairperson Nutley Belville Columbus parade committee, Chaplain of West
Essex UNICO, Columbian foundation, dedicating my life for Italian American causes. To celebrate the
heritage and the culture of the traditions, as a priest that we give a distinct day to each nationality and
celebrate them, I'm very comfortable with my Italian culture and love to celebrate other people’s
culture everyone should have a day to celebrate.

Motion to suspend work session was made by Council member O’Hagan



